THE
MICROSCOPY OF DRINKING WATER

PART   I

. CHAPTER I
HISTORICAL
THE study of the microscopic organisms in water dates back
to the seventeenth century. With the invention of the com-
pound microscope enthusiastic observers began to search-ponds
and streams and ditches for new and varied kinds of microscopic
life. Among the pioneers in this field of Natural History were
Hooke, 1665; Leeuwenhoek, 1675; Ray, 1724; Hudson, 1762;
Miiller7 1773; Dillwyn, 1809; Kiitzing, 1834; Ehrenberg, 1836;
Dujardin, 1841; and Stein, 1849.
It was not until 1850 that the study of the organisms in
drinking water was recognized as having a practical sanitary
value. Dr. Hassall of London was the first to call attention
to it. His method of procedure is unknown, but in all proba-
bility it consisted of the examination of a few drops of the
sediment collected in a deep vessel after allowing the water
to stand for a longer or shorter interval. Radlkofer, 1865, of
Munich, and Cohn, 1870, Hirt, 1879 and Hulwa of Breslau,
pursxied the study and emphasized its importance, but they
made no radical improvement in the method*